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INTRODUCTION FROM DOMINIC DOHENY 
President CIF & Chairman of The Regional Development Policy Sub-Committee

The Construction Industry Federation (CIF) is the representative body for the 

Construction Industry in Ireland.

Our members are located in all counties of Ireland and the industry currently 

employs 137,000 people with an output value of approximately €15 Billion.

The Construction Industry by its very nature is mobile, with many of our members operating all over 

Ireland. As an industry that is tasked with providing Ireland with its critical infrastructure we are very 

cognisant of the importance of infrastructure provision to drive economic growth.

 

Every Region in Ireland has its strengths.  Tourism along the Wild Atlantic Way, Med-Tech clusters in 

Galway and the Midlands, Pharma & Bio-Pharma clusters in Sligo, Cork, Waterford and Dublin and ICT 

clusters in Cork & Dublin. The Marine industry, the Energy sector, Forestry and of course the Agri-Food 

Sector are present in all Regions. These centres of economic activity must be supported by providing the 

necessary infrastructure so that they and the Regions they are located in, can grow.

It is well recognised internationally that providing the physical connection between clusters of economic 

activity can yield extensive dividends to the national economy.  Projects underway elsewhere in Europe, 

such as the Northern Powerhouse in the UK, illustrate perfectly how progressive policy initiatives at a 

national level can yield benefits to the overall national economy.

The construction industry welcomes the release of the National Planning Framework ‘Ireland 2040’, 

which highlights the need for regional development. The Construction Industry Federation will make a 

submission during the consultation period of ‘Ireland 2040’. The submission will focus on how the 

provision of infrastructure is a key ingredient to fostering growth in Ireland’s regions.

Yours sincerely,

____________________________________________________________________

Dominic Doheny

President CIF
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REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
Invest in Infrastructure. Connect Ireland’s Economic Clusters

Every Region in Ireland has its strengths. These centres of economic activity must be supported by 

providing the necessary infrastructure so that they and the regions they are located in can grow.

1.  AGRIFOOD: 
  (Key Recommendations/Infrastructure Projects for the Agrifood Industry)
 a. Ireland’s agrifood industry is export led. As a result Ireland’s commercial sea ports are vital for the   

  industry. The connectivity, particularly for freight, of our seaports to the overall transport network  

  needs to be prioritised. Limited investment during the economic downturn has left national roads 

  badly in need of investment. The development of Atlantic Road Corridor is vital for the industry.

 b.  Connectivity to our ports, especially those servicing the European market, is vital for the 

  agrifood industry following Brexit.

2.  ENERGY: 
  (Key Recommendations/Infrastructure Projects for the Energy Industry)
 a. Continue with the Better Energy Homes Scheme.

 b. Implement the Pay As You Save (PAYS) and Better Energy Financing (BEF) schemes.

 c. Publish details regarding the Renewable Heat Incentive (RHI)

 d. Expand Irelands wind electricity generation network.

 e.  Security of energy supply is crucial for all of Irelands industries. Projects such as the 

  North-South Interconnector project are vital to achieve this.

3.  ICT (Information Communications Technology): 
  (Key Recommendations/Infrastructure Projects for the ICT Industry)
 a. Award the National Broadband Plan to a contractor(s) and confirm the deployment schedule.

 b. Encourage construction of 3rd generation office facilities for both the ICT and 

  financial services sector

 c. Continue roll out of the 4G mobile networks.

4. MARINE: 
  (Key Recommendations/Infrastructure Projects for the Marine Industry)
 a.  Investment in the Irish Ports servicing the European market are critical post Brexit. Companies based  

  in Ireland that currently ship finished products to mainland Europe through the UK may be forced to ship 

  directly from Ireland to Europe once the UK leaves the trading bloc. 

 b. The connectivity, particularly for freight, of our seaports to the overall transport network needs to 

  be prioritised.  

 d. Speedily implement existing development plans for Ireland’s ports as our export-led industries such as  

  agrifood, pharma & bio-pharma are heavily dependent on our ports.
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REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
Invest in Infrastructure. Connect Ireland’s Economic Clusters

5.  MED-TECH: 
  (Key Recommendations/Infrastructure Projects for the Med-Tech Industry)
 a. The N4 Sligo (Collooney to Castlebaldwin) & the N5 Mayo (Westport to Turlough) road networks 

  would greatly improve access to the North Western region where there is a cluster of med-tech 

  companies currently.

 b. The key driving force behind the stunning success of Ireland’s globally recognised med-tech 

  sector has been active collaboration between companies. The government must continue to 

  fund infrastructure (roads, broadband and energy) to allow med-tech companies in the 

  various regions to import raw materials and export more finished products. 

 c. The med-tech sector accounts for 9% of Irelands exports, as a result world class port facilities 

  are vital for the sector to get their products to International markets.

6.  PHARMA / BIO-PHARMA: 
  (Key Recommendations/Infrastructure Projects for the Pharma/ Bio-Pharma Industry’s)
 a. With strong pharma / bio-pharma clusters based in Cork, Dublin, Sligo, Waterford and Mayo 

  organisations, such as the IDA, facilitate best practice to practice sharing between companies. 

  The Government must improve the road network along the Atlantic Corridor in order for this 

  collaboration between companies to build and for the pharma/bio-pharma industry to grow.

 b. Many of these facilities are energy hungry and require adequate reliable energy. Continued 

  investment in energy infrastructure is critical in order to meet future demand.

 c. A key requirement for the sector is the availability of “ready to go” property solutions which 

  ensure the lead in time for project delivery is reduced significantly and puts Ireland in a 

  position of strength for attracting further investment from the sector. The availability of 

  fully serviced and zoned lands is critical to this.

7.  TOURISM: 
  (Key Recommendations/Infrastructure Projects for the Tourism Industry)
 a. Completion of Ireland’s motorway network will enhance tourist’s ability to travel to more 

  destinations around the country. 

 b. Further develop the Greenway Projects.

 c. Further develop the Wild Atlantic Way, Atlantic Blueway, Ireland Way and the Ancient East 

  projects.

 d. Complete the new runway in Dublin Airport.

 e. Provide funding for water infrastructure.
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REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
Invest in Infrastructure. Connect Ireland’s Economic Clusters

Completing Ireland’s road network will connect Irelands economic 
clusters and facilitate expansion of regional growth centres.

• Tourism will benefit from the further expansion of the Wild Atlantic Way and Ancient East projects.

• An improved road network will provide greater connectivity to our ports which will allow the pharma /

 bio-pharma, agrifood and med-tech industries to export their products across the World.

• The enhanced road network will allow greater access to our airports no matter where in Ireland a 

 company is located. This will encourage foreign direct investment as international companies 

 will have easier access to their international offices and markets.
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REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
Improving Ireland’s Urban Areas

Rural towns and villages have seen little improvement in economic activity as recovery takes hold in 

the greater city areas of the country. Such town centre areas are neglected with the result that there is 

little or no incentive for private investment to secure urban renewal. Many town centre sites are falling 

into dereliction. 

Recommendations:
 • Expand the Local Authority Housing Infrastructure Fund so that more lands can be 

  serviced with the required infrastructure to allow further development in brownfield 

  and greenfield sites.

 • A similar incentive scheme to that pertaining to the ‘Living City Initiative’, introduced 

  by the last government and approved by the EU, has the capacity to restore town centre 

  sites throughout the entire country and restore sustainable economic activity to these areas.

 • Target specific areas in towns and villages for specific urban regeneration initiatives. 

  These areas can include derelict sites. 

 • To renew residential accommodation on upper floors of retail and office uses, the current 

  building regulations should be reviewed so that such uses could be accommodated and 

  deemed financially viable within the applicable regulatory environment;

 • Title issues restraining development or renewal of derelict sites could be addressed via the 

  CPO legislation available to local authorities and the service of a notice to treat for these areas.

 • Flood Defense works: Identification of specific projects and timescales for their implementation  

  need to be agreed without delay.

 • Water infrastructure: Progress construction of required wastewater infrastructure so as to  

  achieve compliance with the urban waste water treatment directive and eliminate the 

  45 untreated discharges by local authorities* by2021.

*45 urban areas discharge untreated sewage into water systems. Irish Examiner, December 2, 2015.

BEFORE      AFTER
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REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
Infrastructure as a Priority

Economic growth enabling continued foreign direct investment, growth in manufacturing, office 
development and housing are all dependent on adequate and up to date infrastructure. Infrastructure is 
the skeleton upon which all other development rests. Investment in our public infrastructure facilitates 
private sector investment.

Government must renew extensive investment in infrastructure so that Ireland can continue to compete 
for job creation in an international context, maintain continued foreign direct investment and domestic 
growth, and achieve the target level of housebuilding required to meet the sustainable demand. This 
investment will also lead to a substantial increase in employment. 

Although the fiscal space maybe currently be challenging, the government and the local authority’s 
have access to various funding mechanisms including:
 • The European Investment Bank
 • Ireland Strategic Investment Fund (ISIF)
 
EU rules on capital spending must be relaxed in order to allow the Irish government 
to invest in Infrastructure.

As outlined in the CIF’s Budget Submission 2017, 
an increase of €1bn in construction spending yields 
approximately 10,000 new construction jobs.  
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REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
PUBLIC POLICY CONTEXT

The Government have acknowledged that Ireland is experiencing a two-tiered economic recovery and 

want to ensure that all parts of Ireland experience the recovery that has been begun in Dublin.

Publishing its ‘Planning Policy Statement’ in January 2015, the Government wanted to ensure that “the 

right development takes place in the right locations and at the right time and in providing the social, 

economic and physical infrastructure necessary to meet the needs of our people”. 

The Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation’s National Enterprise Policy ‘Enterprise 2025’ has 

a whole chapter dedicated to the importance of quality of life for employees and the regional policy in 

Ireland for jobs. The strategy document identified optimising regional potential “We will develop 

attractive places to invest, live and work throughout Ireland and to optimise the potential of our regions.” 

The Action Programme for Effective Local Government ‘Putting People First’ (2012) set out a vision for 

regional government, particularly in relation to spatial and economic development planning. 

In publishing ‘A Programme for a Partnership Government’ (May 2016), The Government reaffirmed its 

intention to deliver a successor to the National Spatial Strategy (NSS) in the form of a new National 

Planning Framework. A number of measures to boost regional development were also promised in the 

programme.

The construction industry welcomes the release of the National Planning Framework ‘Ireland 2040’, 

which highlights the need for regional development. The Construction Industry Federation will make a 

submission during the consultation period of ‘Ireland 2040’. The submission will focus on how the 

provision of infrastructure is a key ingredient to fostering growth in Ireland’s regions.

The Government’s Rural Development Programme - Ireland 2014 – 2020 aims to ensure a more balanced 

development of rural areas.
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INFRASTRUCTURE AS A PRIORITY

According to the European Commission Ireland Report for 2016 

“Seven years of sharply reduced government 
investment have taken a toll on the quality 
and adequacy of infrastructure in Ireland” 

This includes weaknesses in housing, water, public transport and climate change mitigation capacity. The 

report notes that Ireland only invest 1.8% of our GDP on infrastructural projects which is significantly 

below the European average of 3% of GDP. 

Economic growth enabling continued foreign direct investment, growth in manufacturing, office 

development and housing are all dependent on adequate and up to date infrastructure. Infrastructure is 

the skeleton upon which all other development rests. Investment in our public infrastructure facilitates 

private sector investment. The National Competitiveness Council highlights the importance of world 

class infrastructure for the competitiveness of a small open economy.

We now need to invest significantly more in our infrastructure. The effects of the low level of investment 

in our physical infrastructure can be seen everywhere. Congestion on our roads networks, inadequate and 

crumbling roads, flooding, a lack of residential supply, overstretched public service facilities, neglect and 

dereliction in the centres of our cities and towns all point towards an urgent need to invest. Government

must renew extensive investment in infrastructure so that Ireland can continue to compete for job 

creation in an international context, maintain continued foreign direct investment and domestic growth, 

and achieve the target level of housebuilding required to meet the sustainable demand. 
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AGRIFOOD

The agrifood and drink sector accounts for 7.6% of Irelands economy-wide gross value added GVA, and 

12.3% of Ireland’s exports and 8.6% of total employment. Around 230,000 or one in eight jobs in the 

economy are linked to agrifood.

CONSTRUCTION’S CONTRIBUTION TO THE AGRIFOOD INDUSTRY

Ireland is renowned worldwide for its quality food. The Irish construction industry has built world class 

facilities throughout Ireland including:

 • Glanbia’s €180m state-of-the-art dairy processing facility at Belview port in Co Kilkenny. 

  It was the largest single infrastructure investment in Ireland by an indigenous company since 

  the construction of Ardnacrusha in 1929. The plant is expected to contribute an 

  estimated €400m a year to the Irish economy. 

 

 • Kerry Group’s €100m global technology & innovation centre in Naas, Co. Kildare. Located 

  on a 28 acre site the centre will employ up to 900.

 

 • Dairygold’s €117m investment in two new milk processing plants in Mallow and Mitchelstown 

  in Cork which created 115 new jobs.  

 

 • The €395m Targeted Agriculture Modernisation Scheme phase 2, co-founded by the EU and 

  Ireland, provides farmers with grants to improve or build a specific range of buildings or 

  purchase equipment that may benefit their farm businesses. The construction industry has 

  built these facilities all over Ireland, making farms safer and more productive.
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KEY RECOMMENDATIONS/INFRASTRUCTURE FOR THE AGRIFOOD INDUSTRY

• Connectivity:
 • Ireland’s agrifood industry is export led. As a result Ireland’s commercial sea ports are vital 

  for the industry. The connectivity, particularly for freight, of our seaports to the overall 

  transport network needs to be prioritised. Limited investment during the economic 

  downturn has left national roads badly in need of investment. The development of Atlantic 

  Road Corridor is vital for the industry.

 • The Port of Galway is currently awaiting the green light to commence expansion of a 

  new deep-water port and reclaim land from Galway Bay under the Strategic Infrastructure Act. 

 • Other projects due to commence shortly include projects at Dublin and Cork ports.

 • Connectivity to our ports, especially those servicing the European market are vital for the 

  agrifood industry following Brexit.

7.6% of Ireland’s economy-wide GVA

12.3% of Ireland’s exports 

8.6% of Ireland’s total employment 
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ENERGY

In 2013, energy firms directly contributed around €2.8bn in Gross Value-Added (GVA) to the all-island 

economy through production and supply activity. They also directly employed around 15,600 people

The energy sector supports jobs across all regions, and the pattern of employment is structurally 

different to many other sectors. 

CONSTRUCTION’S - CONTRIBUTION TO THE ENERGY INDUSTRY

The construction industry plays a critical role in the development of Ireland’s Energy Industry. 

Construction companies have successfully built:

 

 • €513m worth of wind energy infrastructure in 2015 alone contributing 224 megawatts of  

  extra capacity. The construction industry has built 2.4 gigawatts of wind energy generation  

  capacity in total in Ireland, enough to power almost two million homes on the entire island.

 

 • The construction industry has built world class energy facilities such as 

  - The Whitegate Oil Refinery in Cork. 

  - The modernised peat and bio-mass Edenderry power plant.  

  - The €1.1bn Corrib gas project 83km off the coast of Co. Mayo which included the 

   construction of the natural gas pipeline and a gas processing plant.

 

 • The Irish construction industry has carried out the works covered under “The Better Energy  

  Homes Scheme”. The scheme provides grants to homeowners to undertake energy 

  efficiency measures such as insulating walls or attics and installing new heating systems.  

  Since the scheme was launched in 2009 more than 165,000 homes have undertaken energy  

  efficiency upgrades with a total Government investment of €172m. The SEAI suggests that  

  an estimated €35 billion over 35 years will be required to make the remainder of the 

  existing housing stock low carbon by 2050 at an average cost of €20,000 per retrofit.
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KEY RECOMMENDATIONS/INFRASTRUCTURE FOR THE ENERGY INDUSTRY

Ireland’s commitments under the EU renewable energy directive (2009/28/EC), and COP21 (Conference 

of Parties 21) mean that we have to develop a more efficient and sustainable energy system. Like the rest 

of Europe, Ireland is obliged under the EU renewable energy directive to achieve certain targets and 

contribute to the global move towards a sustainable energy supply that is secure and affordable. 

Failure to achieve these targets could result in significant fines from the EU. 

• Continue with the Better Energy Home schemes and extend the deep retrofits of domestic, 

 commercial and public buildings to reduce energy demand and decrease the amount of renewables  

 required to achieve the 2020 target and beyond. 

• Publish details regarding the Renewable Heat Incentive (RHI).

• Implement the Pay As You Save (PAYS) and Better Energy Financing 

 (BEF) schemes. 

 - PAYS is a type of residential retrofit financing scheme currently under consideration in Ireland. 

 - BEF is intended to overcome the financial barrier in the residential sector by providing accessible  

  finance to householders in Ireland. 

 - Essentially, the task of BEF is to identify the level of cost at which energy efficiency becomes  

  acceptable to a critical mass of the population, and then identify the nature, and extent, of the  

  subsidy required to make that level of cost available.

• The Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland will need to install an expected combined 350MW of  
 wind generation every year until 2020 to meet the 40% target for electricity from renewable 

 sources.

• Ireland has established a positive reputation as a global testing ground for prototype renewable  

 technologies. Continued research and development in, and deployment of green technologies, 

 could assure the country’s place as a leader in this field. 

• Security of energy supply is crucial for all of Ireland’s industries. Projects such as the 

 North-South Interconnector project are vital to achieve this.
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ICT (Information Communications Technology)

• The ICT sector is among the top three Irish growth industries and is responsible for approximately  

 25% of Ireland’s total turnover and 1/3 of Ireland’s exports by value.

• 9 out of the top 10 global software companies have a presence in Ireland.

CONSTRUCTION’S CONTRIBUTION TO THE ICT INDUSTRY

The Irish Construction Industry has become renowned for delivering top class ICT Infrastructure and 

buildings in the last decade. As a result some of the largest ICT companies in the world have chosen 

Ireland to build some of their flagship projects such as:

 

 • Apple Data Centre in Athenry, Co. Galway at a cost of €850m. Renewable energy projects 

  are at the core of this build, with the company claiming that it will run the centre on 100pc 

  renewable energy clean fuel. 

 

 • Facebook’s new data centre in Meath and headquarters in Dublin which will be powered 

  by wind energy

 

 • One Albert Quay in Cork has become Ireland’s flagship sustainable office development   

  which will be designed to meet the relevant standards for a B1 BER (Building Energy Rating) 

  Certificate and to achieve a Gold LEED precertification accreditation. 

 

 • The construction industry has extensive experience in constructing 3rd generation office 

  facilities in various locations across Ireland.
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KEY RECOMMENDATIONS/INFRASTRUCTURE FOR THE ICT INDUSTRY

Some of the challenges for growth faced by the ICT Industry include:

 

 • Delays in providing broadband services in key regional centres has slowed potential growth.

 

 • The Government must award the National Broadband Plan (NBP) to a contractor(s) and 

  confirm the deployment schedule nationally as soon as possible.

 

 • Construction of 3rd Generation office facilities for both the ICT and financial services sector 

  in areas of high demand.

 

 • Roll out the 4G mobile networks nationally and protect the quality of traditional mobile 

  services such as voice.

 

 • As detailed previously the Irish Energy Sector has a key role to play in the development of 

  the ICT industry. The ICT industry relies on a secure and reliable energy supply, so the quality 

  of energy infrastructure is a key factor.
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MARINE

In 2012, Ireland’s ocean economy had a turnover of €4.2 billion. The direct economic value was worth 

€1.3 billion or approximately 0.7% of GDP. Ireland’s ocean economy provided employment for 17,425 full 

time employees. 

The marine industry impacts on coastal communities throughout Ireland. It is important that 

government supports the goals set out in the integrated Marine Plan which the industry has 

developed.

CONSTRUCTION’S CONTRIBUTION TO THE MARINE INDUSTRY

Being an island nation our ports are of critical importance. Significant construction projects have been 

built including: 

 

 • Belview Port on the River Suir in Co. Kilkenny, near Waterford, is the closest Irish multi-modal 

  port to continental Europe. Notable names in bulk and agri-products use it. It also handles 

  renewable and gas energy cargoes, and cruise passenger vessels.

 

 • The Port of Cork, Shannon Foynes Port, Dublin Port and Rosslare Eroport have invested 

  heavily in improving infrastructure and facilities in the last decade.
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KEY RECOMMENDATIONS/INFRASTRUCTURE FOR THE MARINE INDUSTRY

• Connectivity:

Following the Brexit decision it is vital that connectivity to our ports is improved 
as Ireland’s agrifood and pharma/bio-pharma industries in particular will require 
improved access to European markets.
 

 • Ireland’s commercial sea ports are vital for most exports and imports, as well as for the 

  tourism sector. Our marine infrastructure includes both large and small fishing harbours and 

  small leisure harbours. 

 

 • Ireland’s export- led industries such as agrifood, pharma/bio-pharma, energy and med-tech 

  are all heavily dependent on Ireland’s ports.

 • Several ports including Cork, Dublin, Galway and Shannon Foynes have large scale development 

  plans in place also. 
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MED-TECH

The med-tech industry continues to expand and currently has annual exports worth €12 billion. This 

accounts for 9% of all Irish exports. The industry employs 29,000 people.

Ireland is one of Europe’s largest med-tech hotspots and, as a globally recognised centre of excellence, 

is home to 300 plus companies. 

CONSTRUCTION’S CONTRIBUTION TO THE MED-TECH INDUSTRY

Ireland has a history of manufacturing excellence and is renowned worldwide for its ability to deliver 

state of the art facilities. The Irish construction industry has built med-tech facilities all over Ireland. 

Some examples of projects recently constructed or under construction are:

 • Surmodics, INC. €7.0m facility development in Ballinasloe Co. Galway which will create 100 jobs.

 • Stryker’s new surgical innovation centre in Cork. 

 • Medtronic Galway’s €13m new manufacturing facility.

 • Abbvie Sligo’s €40m investment to expand their manufacturing capacity

 • Moss Vision Roscommon establishing a facility to produce intraocular lenses creating 50 jobs.

 • Bausch & Lomb Waterford €75m investment to increase manufacturing capacity.

 • Zimmer’s €51m Galway manufacturing plant for orthopaedic implants.
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KEY RECOMMENDATIONS/INFRASTRUCTURE FOR THE MED-TECH INDUSTRY

• Connectivity:
 - The N4 Sligo (Collooney to Castlebaldwin) & the N5 Mayo (Westport to Turlough) road networks 

  would greatly improve access to the north-western region where there is a cluster of 

  med-tech companies.

 

 - The key driving force behind the stunning success of Ireland’s globally recognised med-tech 

  sector has been active collaboration between companies. More than 25% of companies have 

  a shared services mandate, helping the sector develop world-class operations and technology  

  solutions. The government must continue to fund infrastructure (roads, broadband and energy) 

  to allow med-tech companies in the various regions to import raw materials and export more 

  finished products. By having the required infrastructure in place med-tech companies in Ireland  

  will collaborate further and will assist the IDA in attracting new companies to locate to Ireland.

 

 - The med-tech sector accounts for 9% of Ireland’s exports, as a result world class port facilities 

  are vital for them to get their products to International markets.

• The med-tech sector is constantly evolving and there is a focus now on information technology 

 projects. Ireland’s ICT industry will have a key role in helping the development of the 

 med-tech industry.
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PHARMA/BIO-PHARMA

Ireland has become one of the leading locations for the pharmaceutical and bio-pharma industry in 

the world.  Currently there are nearly 25,000 directly employed, with an additional 25,000 providing 

supporting services to the sector.

Recent years have also seen the rise of international companies setting up research centres 

throughout Ireland, as well as engaging in joint research projects with Irish universities.

PHARMACEUTICAL & BIO-PHARMA INDUSTRY

• Ireland is the seventh largest exporter of medicinal and 

 pharmaceutical products in the world 

• The sector contributes more than €1 billion in 

 corporation tax to the Irish Exchequer annually.

• The biopharmaceutical industry has made a 

 capital investment of approximately €8 billion

  in new facilities in Ireland, most of which has 

 come in the last 10 years.
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CONSTRUCTION’S - CONTRIBUTION TO THE PHARMA/BIO-PHARMA INDUSTRY

• Over several decades the Irish construction industry has earned an international reputation for 

 delivering complex pharma/bio-pharma projects on time and on budget. 

 The ability of the construction industry to deliver world class pharma/
 bio-pharma facilities is a key ingredient in attracting foreign direct 
 investment to Ireland.

• Thousands of construction workers are currently employed on building new and maintaining 

 existing pharma and bio-pharma facilities. 

• Major construction projects that will be undertaken in 2017 include:

 - US-based pharmaceutical company Bristol-Myers Squibb is investing €720m in a new 

  plant in Dublin

 - US firm West Pharmaceutical Services have invested €100m in a new pharmaceutical 

  manufacturing plant in Waterford which will employ 150 people when the plant becomes 

  operational in 2018.

 - Regeneron has invested €300m in converting the former Dell manufacturing facility in Limerick 

  to a biopharmaceutical plant. The new facility will employ 300 staff. 

 - Eli Lilly invested €300m in a new 240,000-square-foot Biopharmaceutical Facility in its Kinsale 

  campus Cork.  

KEY RECOMMENDATIONS/INFRASTRUCTURE FOR THE 
PHARMA/BIO-PHARMA INDUSTRY

• Connectivity:

 - A key driver of operational and research excellence is practitioner-to-practitioner knowledge 

  sharing. With strong clusters based in Cork, Dublin, Sligo, Waterford and Mayo, organisations such 

  as the IDA, facilitate best practice to practice sharing between companies. The Government must 

  improve the road network along the Atlantic Corridor in order for this collaboration between 

  companies to build and for the pharma/bio-pharma industry to grow. These companies are 

  producing world class products for export and need a quality road network to deliver to 

  Ireland’s ports and airports for exporting. 

 

 - Many of these facilities are energy hungry and require adequate reliable energy. Continued 

  investment in Energy Infrastructure is critical in order to meet future demand.

 

 - A key requirement for the sector is the availability of “ready to go” property solutions which ensure 

  the lead in time for project delivery is reduced significantly and puts Ireland in a position of strength 

  for attracting further investment from the sector. 

 - Investment in infrastructure to ensure zoned lands can be developed is therefore vital.
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TOURISM

Tourism is one of Ireland’s most important economic sectors and has significant potential to play a 

further role in Ireland’s economic renewal. 2015 has been the best year ever for overseas tourism to 

Ireland, with about 7.9 million visitors (+11% over 2014) contributing more than €4.2 billion (+16%) in 

revenue to the economy. In 2014 travel & tourism directly supported 40,500 jobs (2.1% of total 

employment). 

The benefits of the tourism industry can be felt all over Ireland. Hotels, restaurants and bars are all 

dependent on tourism to survive and in many locations these are the main employers and driver of 

economic growth in the region.

CONSTRUCTION’S - CONTRIBUTION TO THE TOURISM INDUSTRY

The construction industry has had an important role to play in the continued success of the tourism 

industry in Ireland. Construction companies have successfully built:

 • The Wild Atlantic Way road and signage network.

 • The Greenway cycling and walking lanes in Waterford and Mayo

 • Tourist accommodation all over the country.

 • Tourist Attractions like the Waterford Museum of Treasures and the 

  visitor centre on the Cliffs of Moher.

 • Airports including new terminals and runways.

26



KEY RECOMMENDATIONS/INFRASTRUCTURE FOR THE TOURISM INDUSTRY

• Connectivity:
 

  Completion of Ireland’s motorway network will enhance tourist’s ability 
  to travel to more destinations around the country.
 

 - Support in the development of the Greenway projects can significantly boost economic and  

  construction activity in regional Ireland. The Programme for Government has promised funding of  

  €100m for the Wild Atlantic Way, Atlantic Blueway, and the Ireland Way, and for the development  

  of Ireland’s Ancient East projects.

 - The €320m 2nd runway project in Dublin Airport is a critical piece of infrastructure to attract  

  more tourists to Ireland. The DAA must award the contracts for this project in April 2017 

  as planned.

• Developing ‘Ireland’s Lakelands’ brand as a separate proposition to sit alongside the Wild Atlantic  

 Way and Ireland’s Ancient East would also be welcome.

• Construction of new bed spaces is required to meet the shortage of tourist accommodation in  

 certain parts of the country. 

• Funding must be made available to build wastewater treatment facilities in 45 locations where  

 sewerage is being discharged untreated. There are also 156 wastewater treatment plants which are 

 overloaded and do not meet the required standards. This is impacting on the water quality   

 of our countries beaches which in turn will impact on tourist numbers.
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CONSTRUCTION
IMPROVING IRELAND’S URBAN AREAS.

URBAN REGENERATION
Rural towns and villages have seen little improvement in economic activity as recovery takes hold in 

the greater city areas of the country. Such town centre areas are neglected with the result that there is 

little or no incentive for private investment to secure urban renewal. Many town centre sites are falling 

into dereliction. 

LIVING CITY INITIATIVE:
 • A similar incentive scheme to that pertaining to the ‘Living City Initiative’, introduced by the last 

  government and approved by the EU, has the capacity to restore town centre sites throughout 

  the entire country and restore sustainable economic activity to these areas.

 • The Living City Initiative introduced tax breaks for the principal owner of commercial and 

  residential property in the designated areas of our main cities. The intention to extend 

  the scheme to the rental sector is welcome.

 • The scheme is suited to regional towns and could be a significant boost to the construction 

  industry regionally.

Other Initiatives could include:
 a.  Target specific areas in towns and villages for specific urban regeneration initiatives. 

  These areas can include derelict sites. 

 b.  Areas over ground floor retail uses, where underutilised and vacant, could be classified as 

  vacant sites and incentivised for reuse/ redevelopment;

 c.  To renew residential accommodation on upper floors of retail and office uses, the current 

  building regulations should be reviewed so that such uses could be accommodated and 

  deemed financially viable within the applicable regulatory environment;

 d.  Title issues restraining development or renewal of derelict sites could be addressed via the 

  compulsory purchase legislation available to local authorities and the service of a 

  notice to treat for these areas.
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FLOOD DEFENCE WORKS:
The Office of Public Works (OPW) is the lead agency in implementing this process. A National Preliminary 

Flood Risk Assessment (PFRA) was completed to identify areas where significant flood risk exists. Areas 

of further assessment were identified throughout the country and were subject to more detailed analysis. 

These steps are being carried out as part of the National Catchment Flood Risk Assessment and 

Management (CFRAM) Studies, which are on-going. The CFRAM Studies will contain objectives and 

actions and remedial measures to be taken for managing floods. Identification of specific projects and 

timescales for their implementation need to be agreed without delay.

The Irish construction industry have completed over 40 flood relief schemes to date at a cost of €240m

WATER INFRASTRUCTURE:
The necessity to invest heavily in water infrastructure is now widely recognised. The constraints or 

negative effects that poor water supply and wastewater treatment facilities impose on growth, 

competitiveness, housing development and the environment are fully apparent.

A firm government commitment is required that the extensive water and waste water investment 

programmes including renewal programmes will be implemented within the timeframes envisaged.

Water Infrastructure will be pivotal to regional development, it is therefore 
imperative that those involved in providing water infrastructure work 
collaboratively with all stake holders to ensure that regional development is not 
curtailed due to a lack of water and waste water infrastructure. This is of particular 
importance to the zoning of lands in development plans by local authorities. 

The Shannon to Dublin pipeline scheme is a vital project to secure Ireland’s water supply to our largest 

urban centre. 

Progress construction of required wastewater infrastructure so as to achieve compliance with the urban 

waste water treatment directive and eliminate the 45 untreated discharges by local authorities* by 2021.

      *45 urban areas discharge untreated sewage 

      into water systems. Irish Examiner, December 2, 2015.
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HOUSING:
The Construction Industry Federation policy in relation to housing has been well documented in our 

budget submissions, submissions to the Central Bank and other bodies.

In the context of regional development, housing is vital element of infrastructure. However in many parts 

of the country existing house prices equate to 60%-70% of replacement costs.  While no single action will 

solve the current difficulties in securing a solution to the housing crisis, action is require under a number 

of headings at the same time.  

Suggestions that have been previously made by the Construction Industry Federation and our constituent 

association, the Irish Home Builders Association, include the following: 

 1.  Help To Buy Scheme 

 2.  Tax Incentivised Savings Scheme for Purchasers of New First Homes 

 3.  Local Property Tax to replace S48 Development Levy, and Off-Set provisions 

 4.  VAT reduction from 13.5% to 9.5%

 5.  Changes to 7 Year Capital Gains Tax Exemption 

 6.  Central Bank Review of Macro Prudential Policy 

 7.  Action to tackle social housing crisis 

 8.  Urban Regeneration 

 9.  Register of Builders: Construction Industry Register Ireland 

 10.  Amendments to Planning Legislation 

 11.  Regulatory Review 

 12.  Cost of Finance 

 13.  Infrastructure 

 14.  Action on private rental accommodation 
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EMPLOYMENT BENEFITS OF INVESTMENT PROJECTS 

A key feature of government policy is the creation of jobs. As detailed throughout this document a 

large number of construction jobs (both short and long term) are created during the construction 

stage of the projects. Indeed thousands of jobs have been created in the example projects mentioned 

above in the tourism, pharma/bio-pharma, med-tech, agrifood, marine, ICT and energy projects. 

For instance, a typical new residential construction project worth €100m will result in over 1,500 

direct jobs to the Irish economy.

Research shows for every €1 Billion invested 
by the State in infrastructure generates between 
8,000 and 12,000 direct construction jobs(1) (2)  

      1.  Construction Industry Federation (2011) Review of the 
       Public Capital Programme, CIF submission, July 2011.

      

      2.  National Roads Authority (2013) The Employment Benefits of 
       Investment Projects, Transportation Research and Information 

       Note, 2013
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