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Breakfast Briefing Details

A Morning Briefing will be held on Tuesday the 13th of August 2019 in the Radisson Blu Hotel, Little Island, Cork at 08:45am on the new 'Guidance on Soil and Stone By-Products in the context of Article 27 of the European Communities (Waste Directive) Regulations 2011' released by the Environmental Protection Agency on the 19th June 2019. 
The briefing will include a presentation from Caitriona Collins, Senior Inspector with the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to inform members on the contents, conditions and obligations within the updated guidance. Attendees will be given an opportunity to address all speakers with questions and queries relevant to the new guidance.
Registration and tea/coffee will begin at 08:30am, with the presentation beginning at 08:45am. The event will run for approximately 60 minutes.
Registration for the event is free to CIF members with reservations allocated in order of requests received.
To book your place please contact Bríd Cody a bcody@cif.ie or 021-4351410.
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Guidance on Soil & Stone By-Products in the context of Article 27 of the European Communities (Waste Directive) Regulations 2011

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has issued ‘Guidance on Soil and Stone By-products in the context of Article 27 of the European Communities (Waste Directive) Regulations 2011’.

This specific information is relevant to any person who is considering whether to make an Article 27 notification to the EPA regarding soil and stone. The guidance sets out the EPA’s regulatory approach to determining notifications on soil and stone by-products and to provide guidance to interested parties.

Considerations when reviewing the guidance on article 27 should be given, but not limited to:

· The Producer - The intent of the material producer will be a key determinant in the EPA’s consideration of the notification against the by-product conditions. For this reason, the notifier of the material is either the material producer, or makes the notification with the express (written) consent of the material producer, and that evidence is provided to demonstrate this consent.

· By-product Conditions - Excess uncontaminated soil and stone resulting from excavation works is regarded as a by-product only if all four by-product conditions are met

a) further use of the soil and stone is certain;

b) the soil and stone can be used directly without any further processing other than normal industrial practice;

c) the soil and stone is produced as an integral part of a production process; and

d) further use is lawful in that the soil and stone fulfils all relevant product, environmental and health protection requirements for the specific use and will not lead to overall adverse environmental or human health impacts.
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· Timeframe for Determinations - The EPA will take a risk-based approach to making determinations and will endeavour to make determinations in all cases by either agreeing with the economic operators decision or determining that the notified material is a waste.

The EPA advises waiting at least ten weeks prior to moving material as a by-product. If, within that time, the Agency decides that a detailed consideration of the notified decision is warranted, it will inform the economic operator of this and the EPA will initiate a consultation process. In the event of a consultation process being initiated the economic operator is advised not to move the material until the Agency has made a determination.

Where consultation is undertaken, this will be at least a two-step process as follows:

1) The first consultation step will involve a consultation notice issuing to the relevant parties involved in the notification. A period of three weeks is ordinarily given for receipt of submissions.

2) Where submissions are received in response to the first consultation, these will be circulated to the relevant parties for further comment in relation to existing issues. A period of three weeks is ordinarily given for receipt of further submissions.

There may be more than one round of circulation of submissions for further comment.

· Planning - The management of excess uncontaminated soil and stone, as a by-product or as a waste, will be prearranged by the material producer at the earliest opportunity:

1) at the planning stage of the development; or at the latest, 2) prior to commencement of the development

Where Construction Waste Management Plans are prepared, they should take into account any by-product to be produced during the development.
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A full copy of the guidance note is available under the following link;

https://www.epa.ie/pubs/advice/waste/product/soilandsoneby-products.html
together with a full copy of S.I No.126 of 2011 available at

http://ww.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2011/si/126/made/en/print
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