
	BACKGROUND:
Contractors are responsible for managing the risks associated with work near overhead electricity wires and underground cables.  Competent persons need to review past site records and utility drawings in advance of works and to liaise with the respective utility providers. 
The minimum safe distances for plant and machinery to electricity networks is dictated by the voltage carried, which ranges from 230 volts to 400,000 volts.  It is always recommended to check the voltage carried and then consult the respective Code of Practice for Avoiding Danger from Overhead Electricity Lines 
Always assume utilities as live unless otherwise confirmed; if planning work near overhead electricity wires, contact ESB Networks (1800 928 960 / dig@esb.ie) in advance so that the necessary safety precautions can be evaluated.  

Similarly, contact Gas Networks Ireland on 1800 42 77 47 in the potential vicinity of gas networks. 

WHAT CAN YOU DO?

1. Watch out for overhead wires and keep a safe distance
2. Avoid hitting buried cables; always check that you are following safe digging practice
3. Contact ESB Networks for information and advice - contact ESB Networks to request map records of overhead/underground cables by phoning 1800 928 960 or by emailing: dig@esb.ie and remember that electricity wires are always live; never touch fallen cables!
4. Watch out for overhead wires - implement the safety controls and comply with the Code of Practice for Overhead Electricity Lines. Know what the required safety zones are by contacting ESB Networks in advance and erect goal posts to restrict access for tall machinery.

5. Keep clear of underground cables - identify the location of underground cables, use competent staff and calibrated equipment, and implement safe digging practices.
6. In the event of emergency involving hazardous energies - contact the relevant utility provider immediately: 

ESB Networks

Gas Networks Ireland

Irish Water

1800 372 999

1850 20 50 50

1850 278 278

FOR MORE INFORMATION: https://cif.ie/safety-week/ 
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